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of a supposed predecessor, who lived 700 years 
ago, and introducing " his office and mass into 
the ancient city of Armagh, according to tbe 
rite of the greater double which they hold at 
Chambery, in Savoy." In p. 56 he thus de- 
scribes his grief at the want of such relics in 
Ireland : — 

" Wa arrived at the Cathedral of Fiesole (a sn>all city 
near Florence) just as the people were coming out after 
last mass. The clergy, who were in the church, paid us 
every attention, and immediately gave orders to have the 
shrine of St. Donatus, which is kept on a side altar, 
opened, that we might see the relics of our sainted eonn- 
trjman, and venerate them. The interior of tbe shrine 
is. beautifully ornamented, and the bones of the holy 
bishop are all there. On looking at th&t precious treasure, 
wa could not help reflecting, with grief, on the absence 
from our own dear Ireland of the relics of her saints. 
They went to enlighten the continent by their preaching 
and to edify it by thj-ir holy lives, and they have left their 
bones to it as a precious inheritance, which has been most 
jealously guarded by tbe depositaries of that sacred trea- 
sure."* 

Dr. Dixon's taste for such treasures seems to 
have been largely gratified during his journey. 
He thus describes some of his visits: — 

" Commencing our journey for Sienna, we left the city 
(Borne) by the Porta del Topolo. It gave me great plea- 
sure to think that I was to visit Sienna, the city of St. 
Catherine (whose head, it appears from another pas- 
sage, p. 53, is kept at one of the altars of the church of 
th* Dominicans in that place), and remained there for a 
night. I had, whilst in Borne, been delighted to see the 
improvements that are going on in the great Dominican 
Church of the Minerva, where the body of St. Catherine 
rests, in a marble sarcophagus, under one of the side 
altars. As soon as the improvements shall be finished, 
tbe body will be removed to the high altar. I had the 
gratification of contributing my mite towards the fitting 
up of this new shrine of that holy virgin. Wa had tra- 
velled for a great part of the day before I was aware of 
another happiness which I was to enjoy, even before 
reaching Sienna, and that was to visit Viterbo, tbe city of 
St Bose. It was in Viterbo that we rested for dinner. 
Immediately after dinner, before the diligence resumed 
its journey, Mr. Farrelly and I were so fortunate as to 
find time to visit the body of St. Bose.f 

" We were received with great kindness by the good 
Duns of the convent in which the body is kept. Tbe 
saint rests on a couch placed in a gorgeous shrine. We 
were admitted to kiss her hand. That body, the great 
treasure of the convent and of Viterbo, so miraculously 
preserved for near six hundred years, is whole and entire. 
©lory be for ever to the great God ! 

* I was reminded by this visit of the body of another 
saint, which I had the happiness of visiting, and of which 
I was permitted to kiss the hand, in 1846, in Bologna, 
who died in tbat city on the Oth March, 1463, being then 
forty -nine years of age. This body is not only whole and 
entire, but has retained its natural flexibility like a living 
body; and, dressed in the nun's habit, it sits, with an air 
of great dignity, in an arm-chair, in a graceful and 
natural position, without being fastened in any way." 

The secret of these apparent miracles is, how- 
ever, somewhat naively let out in other passages, 
when explaining how the remains of the blessed 
Cornelius," or rather St. Concord, have assumed 
their present imposing appearance :— 

" His relics, which had reposed for a long time in a 
poor walnut shrine, covered with still poorer ornaments, 
were, on the occasion of repairing the church, replaced 
by a happy idea, as a precious treasure, in a more suit- 
able state. The wretched panel which formed the front 
of the shrine was replaced with a handsome plate glass, 
and, thanks to the zeal of several pious persons, the holy 
bishop is richly adorned — p. 08. This year (1834) the 
entire head of this holy body has been sent to Rome to 
have the face filled up with wax." — p. 70. 

The work of the Count de Firnex, which Dr. 
Dixon reprints for our edification, goes into 
something more of detail in this matter : — 

" These preliminaries (i.e., tbe examination of the brain 
of the blessed Concord by the ecclesiastical authorities at 
Borne) terminated, the relics were enclosed in a waxen 
bust, representing the saint with tbat natural and true ex- 

• The tato* above are our own. 
t Dr Dixon hare anticipate*, Dot nnnatoraUy, " Bat torn* one may 

adt, who was St. Rose of Viterbo?" The answer be gives is, no 
dombt, remarkable. " She waa bom In tbat city, in the year 1S4Y>, of 
poor parents ; and God tntpired her with anch wisdom, that she— a 
poor uneducated child— was authorised by the Holy See to preseli pub- 
licly aawl explain the Scriptures to tbe people. In the low's of Vvttrbo, 
at tbe early age ttf ten yean ! and auch was the fervour of her preach- 
ing, and so great tbe mtraell, which accompanied it, that she waa able 
eakctMlty to counteract tbe evil Influence of the Emperor, Frederick 
1L, in the city of Viterbo, and to orertum there the heresy and schism 
wMsh fisHowed In the tnin of that iapkwa opponent of the Holy 
Sen." 



pression they know so well how to give in the city of the 
saints. The head is a fine one, and tbe beholder is pleased 
to see imprinted on the stranger's brow the noble dignity, 
the serious and meditative air of the inhabitant of the North 
of Europe, joined to a sweetness and serenity of expression 
which at once recalls the distant birth-place of St. Corne- 
lius, his exemplary life, and early death." — p. 79. 

"Who can say whether, without informing 
Dr. Dixon, the remains of St. Catherine of 
Bologna and St. Rose of Viterbo, " whose grace- 
ful and natural postures" in the couch and the 
arm-chair he, in his simplicity, referred to 
miraculous agency, were not really indebted 
for their attractions to the same miraculous 
potter by which ecclesiastical artists in the city 
of saints "knew so well" how to impart to a 
waxen bust, in the year 1854, the natural and 
true expression of the fine head of St. Cornelius, 
who died 700 years before ! "We suppose, when 
the visit of St. Goncord's head to Rome is for- 
gotten, pilgrims in ages to come will (not know- 
ing that all the bones of the good bishop are not 
still there) give glory to God for the miraculous 
preservation of his body, " whole and entire" 
and kiss bis hand of wax, believing devoutly that 
it has been miraculously preserved from decay 
for seven or eight centuries ! 

One observation more we must make about 
these holy relics before we have done. It ap- 
pears that it has been "a great source of joy and 
special exultation to the good people of Chambery 
to have succeeded in preserving those relics of 
the holy archbishop from indignity during the 
period of the French Revolution ; and they have 
found by long experience that many favours 
have' been placed by God at the disposal of the 
blessed Cornelius ; one of which is, the procuring 
of rain for their parched crops, from whence 
arises such a special devotion to the blessed arch- 
bishop among the farmers of the whole country 
around" (p. 102), which Count de Firnex (p. 81) 
thus describes a little amusingly : — 

" Since his decease he bas often proved to our city 
that he has adopted* it for his country, by obtaining 
signal favours for it, through bis powerful influence. 
A great number of cures have been operated at various 
epochs by his intercession, and the inhabitants re- 
member with gratitude the beneficial rains wbich, after 
a long drought, f suddenly refreshed our harvests, 
because St. Cornelius was publicly invoked, or when 
some extensive demonstration of homage had been 
paid him. At one time, this celestial benefactor was 
so earnestly and unceasingly invoked, that he seemed 
to forget the honour due to his mortal remains (.') and 
during a procession in which his holy relics were borne, 
the clouds gathered quickly, and then poured their re- 
freshing showers upon the parched earth so bountifully 
that, to save t)te Saint's body (we suppose to prevent 
the dry bones from being washed away), the bearers 
were obliged to enter a house in the suburb Reclus." 
Thus, this sacred treasure is considered as the most 
powerful resource of the country in unusually dry seasons ; 
and, not only immense crowds of the people of this city, 
sometimes headed by their magistrates, but even the popu- 
lation of the surrounding parishes crowded to Lemenc, 
to invoke this powerful protector." 

We cannot help wondering at the hardness of 
heart which could rob the poor farmers , of 
Lemenc of half their " most powerful resource 
in dry seasons," and bring it over to Ireland, 
where our climate is generally deemed rather too 
moist already, and where, therefore, " the favours 
at the Saint's disposal" will be rather prejudicial 
than otherwise ; and we cannot help sympathising 
with the just horror of the magistrates and 
population when, upon finding, at some future 
time, that they only procure half rain enough 
to refresh their parched harvests, that the real 
cause is that their patron saiat can only now 
stand on one leg, the most Rev. Dr. Dixon 
having privately, but rather treacherously, carried 
off the other. " All this," Dr. Dixon admits, in 
page 74, ",wa3 done privately, that the people of 
the parish might not be generally aware of what 
had happened ; for great as was their respect for 



the successor of the blessed Concord, they would 
hardly have endured to see so much of the bones of 
their revered patron and protector carried away 
from them." And who could say they would 
have been wrong, if the success of their harvests 
depended on their possession ? 

Dr. Dixon, it is evident from his whole book, 
is one of those pious believers who look not very 
pryingly into the truth or falsehood of statements, 
or the propriety or impropriety of conduct, as long 
as the cause of Rome is likely to be promoted 
by either the one or the other. He tells us that 
he saw the miraculous crucifix that bowed the 
head to St. Francis of Sales, in the presence of 
the people to whom he was preaching ! (p. 63) ; 
and that he visited, in Paris, the chapel in which 
the Sister of Charity was favoured with the vision 
of the miraculous medal ! (p. 65). He narrates 
the story of the painting of the Saviour, in the 
church of St. Maria, in Monticelli, at Rome, 
which was observed to open and move its eyes, for 
several months, in the year 1854! (p. 40) •, arid 
he rejoices to state that Monseigneur Ginoulhac, 
the present bishop of Grenoble, has not the most 
remote doubt of the truth of the apparition of 
La Salette! (p. 46.) Nothing is too hard, in 
fact, for Dr. Dixon to swallow, except the 
Protestant Bible — which he looks upon as "the 
cause of all the misfortunes of Piedmont," and 
we presume heartily thanks the Redemptorist 
Fathers for burning them en masse at Kingstown, 
on the 5th November, as a substitute for the 
somewhat obsolete effigies of Guy Fawkes. 

The struggle has fairly begun, and though, per- 
haps, it may be a century hence before Ireland will 
have finally settled the difficult question in modern 
theology, whether it is safer for her to put her 
trust in bones or Bibles, we entertain not the 
slightest doubt as to the ultimate result, in spite 
of the Redemptorist Fathers, or even the thigh- 
bone of the blessed Cornelius, alia$ Concho var, 
alias St. Concord, alias Conor Mac-Concoille, 
alias Mac-Concalede, alias Mac-Conchailleadh, 
whether he were a Bishop of Iceland or an 
Archbishop of Armagh, a canonized saint, a 
schismatic, or a traitor. 



• If so, pray, whit He-lit had Dr. Dixon to interfere with him ? 
t As far as our eiperitnce goes, rain generally doe* follow a Jesf 
drought! At least, in Ireland, such miracle* are not uncommon ! 



SEASONS FOB NOT BEADING THE BIBLE. 

TO TBE SOMAN CATHOLICS OF IRELAND. 

Beloved Countrymen — Various attempts have been 
made to prove that it is " the right and the duty of all 
men to read the Holy Scriptures." 

The arguments advanced in support of this opinion 
have usually been drawn from three sources : from 
reason, from the Scriptures themselves, and from the 
writings of the fathers. 

It has, for instance, been argued, that God in giving 
to mankind a revelation of his will, must have inten- 
ded it for all men alike, all men alike requiring it, and 
must have designed that it should be as free to every 
man as the light which shines around us and the air 
which we breathe. 

It has further been insisted, that the Bible itself de- 
clares this to be the design of its Author ; and great 
stress has been laid upon those words of our blessed Re- 
deemer, addressed to the common people, " Search 
the Scriptures :" which they allege contain not merely 
a command to all to read the Scriptures, but even a 
solemn injunction to stitojy them with diligence, exploring 
their hidden meaning, as men. digging in a mine for gold 
or precious stones. 

To the objection drawn from the obscurity of the 
Scriptures, and the difficulty, especially to poor and un- 
learned persons, of understanding them, it has been re- 
plied, that most parts of the Scripture are plain and 
easy to be understood, though some are obscure and dif- 
ficult ; that there are " shallow places," as a great Bishop 
of Borne once said, " in which a lamb may walk, as well 
as deep places in which an elephant may swim." That 
enough is intelligible even to a child to " instruct him 
to salvation," as Scripture itself testifies. That the 
Gospel was preached to the poor, fttvd, therefore, may he 
read by them ; and that it is not n se wim t learning which, 
is required to enable any man to understand the Scrip- 
tures, hut divine teaching, an express premise of which, is- 
given to all who by prayer seek it. 

Then, with regard to the danger of exercising the 
right, as it is called, of private judgment, seeing that 
men may put a wrong meaning upouwhatthey read, and 
thus " wrest the Scriptures to their own destruction," 
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and among other evils, endless sects and divisions arise ; 
it is commonly answered, that God, in publishing a 
revelation, and commanding mankind to read it, must 
have foreseen all these consequences ; and that every- 
thing is liable to abuse as well as the Scriptures, even 
the best and most necessary things ; so that if the 
argument from the abuse of anything against its use were 
to stand, then it would be reasonable and right for men 
in general to abstain from food itself, as multitudes abuse 
it by sinful excess, to the destruction of their bodily health. 

It is moreover asserted, that the divisions and differ- 
ences referred to as consequent upon the free use of the 
Scriptures are more apparent than real, all who thus 
use them agreeing in the belief of one and the same 
Saviour, one and the same way of salvation, however 
they may differ in lesser things ; so that there is a real 
and essential unity, though not an outward and visible 
uniformity. 

There is, it must be confessed, considerable force 
in these reasonings, so that one cannot be surprised to 
learn that many have been convinced by them ; nay, it 
is commonly reported, that many, impressed by the 
arguments thus put forward, have gone so far as to 
possess themselves of copies of the Scriptures, and are 
secretly, if not openly, engaged in the study of them, 
expecting that God himself will become their teacher, 
by sending his Holy Spirit to " guide them into all 
truth," in answer to their prayers to Him to this effect, 
offered in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ. 

However this may be, in justice and faithfulness as 
your friend, I am bound to inform you, that however 
cogent may be the reasons which some have advanced 
for reading the Scriptures, there are, also, on the other 
hand, many weighty and powerful ones for not reading 
tbem. 

The object of this letter, therefore, shall be to point 
out to you, with all plainness and honesty, what those 
reasons are. 

In general, then, let me observe, that great disquietude 
and disturbance of mind are oftentimes produced by 
reading the Bible. A man living in the practice of any 
sin, or leading a worldly and ungodly life, the moment 
he opens the Bible, a light from heaven, as it were, 
flashes forth from that wonderful book, and all at once 
he begins to see himself and his character in their true 
colours. The sight is a painful one — the discovery is 
alarming. Either he must give up sin or close the Bible. 
What worldly-wise man would not choose the latter, and 
prefer a false peace, founded on ignorance, to parting 
with his sins and earnestly seeking the favour of God? 
Our blessed Saviour describes the very case (John, iii. 
19, 20, 21) :— " This is the judgment : because the light 
is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, for their works were evil. For every one 
that doth evil hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, 
that his works may not be reproved. But he that doth 
truth cometh to the light, that his works may be made 
manifest, because they are done in God." — (Douati 
Bible.) 

Thus, you see there are strong and powerful reasons, 
operating in general to hinder or deter men from read- 
ing the Scriptures. 

To come now to your own particular case as Roman 
Catholics, the following results would most probably 
follow were you to become Bible-readers — results atten- 
ded with serious disturbance of mind and manifold in- 
conveniences, as you yourselves must plainly perceive, 
and as I shall afterwards more fully explain. You 
would almost necessarily be led to make the following 
discoveries, among others : — 

1. That Jesus Christ, the Son of God, by His one 
oblation of Himself, once offered upon the Cross, made 
a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and 
satisfaction for the sins of the whole world. — Is. liii. C ; 
John, i. 29 ; Heb. ix. 25-28 ; x. 10 ; 1 Jolin, ii. 2. 
(JDouay Bible). 

2. That, having risen and ascended into Heaven, He 
is there " always living to make intercession for us ;" for 
which reason he is " able also to save for ever them that 
come to God by Him." — Heb. vii. 25. 

3. That, as there is " one God," so there " is one 
Mediator of God and mew— the man Christ Jesus." — 
1 Tim. ii. 5 ; John xiv. G. 

4. That confession of sin is to bo made to God, who 
alone can forgive sin, and who will forgive it for His dear 
Son's sake. — Psalm xxxi. 5 ; Ps. 1. U ; Is. xliii. 25 ; 
Dan. ix. 9 : Mark ii. 7 ; 1 John i. 9. 

5. That Goil promises to bestow pardon of tin and 
eternal life, as a. free gift, upon every sinner who believes 
in Jesus, trusting in His merits and blood. — John, iii. 
H-1G, 30 ; v. 24; vi. 40, 47 ; Acts, xvi. 30, 31 ; x. 43 ; 
xiii. 38, 39 ; Rom. iii. 20-23 , vi. 23 ; x. 1-10. 

C. That " the blood of Jesus Christ," the Son of God, 
cleanseth us from all sin." — 1 John i. 7 : and that " by 
one oblation He hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified ;" so that " there is no more on oblation for 
sin."~ Heb. x. 10, 14, 18. 

7. That, consequently, there is no necessity at all, nor 
can be any, for either penances in this world, or Purga- 
tory in the world to come ; no need of absolutions or 
indulgences, or of masses either for the living or the 
dead, however lucrative such things may be to those 
who deal in them ; no need of other Mediators than Jestti 



Christ, full of compassion and power as He is — 
"yesterday and to-day, and the same for ever." — 
Heb. xiii 8. 

Light would by this time break in on your minds as 
to the true motive* which some may have for withholding 
the Bible from you. 

Further you would discover : — 

8. That there was not a shadow of foundation in the 
Scripture for the invocation of angels and departed 
Saints, or for prayers to the Blessed Virgin, or for bow- 
ing down to the images or pictures of any of these, or to 
the crucifix ; but the very contrary of any warrant or 
authority for so doing. 

9. You would, I am persuaded, be astonished and 
shocked to find, as you would very soon find, that there 
was an express commandment of God contained in your 
Bible (Exod. xx. Dcut. v.) forbidding all that idolatrous 
veneration and worship last mentioned, which command- 
ment was deliberately and dishonestly (query, prudently) 
left out of your Catechisms. 

10. You would, very soon also discover that, by a simi- 
lar fraud, or even worse, certain passages of Scripture 
(Apocalypse, xix. 10, and xxii. 8, 9,) directly prohibiting 
religious honour to be paid to angels and departed 
saints, were so garbled in that well-known book, Dr. 
Doyle's "Abridgment of Christian Doctrine," as to jus- 
tify and encourage the very practicesw hich they were in- 
tended by God to condemn. 

11. You would, in common with all Protestants, soon 
be enabled to interpret according to the analogy of 
Scripture, that is, figuratively, our blessed Saviour's words 
at the institution of the Eucharist, " This is my body ;" 
and would learn to shrink back with horror from the 
terrible guilt of offering adoration to that which was not 
God. You would plainly perceive that Transubstanti- 
ation was false, as well as absurd and ridiculous ; that 
the worship of the Host was, therefore, nothing short of 
idolatry ; and that there being no Transubstantiation, 
there could consequently be no such thing as a propitia- 
tory sacrifice (as of Christ's body and blood) for sin in 
the mass. 

12. To your astonishment, you would discover that 
what you have been taught to regard as a venerable and 
most precious sacrament, viz., Extreme Unction, without 
which you would be unwilling to die, was no sacrament 
at all ; and that no passage of Scripture can even be 
pretended for it but one in which mention is made of 
anointing with oil sick persons in order to their recovery. 
(James, v. 14, 15.) 

13. I have no doubt that your wonder would also be 
moved to find that so far from Celibacy being enjoined 
by Christ upon the ministers of His Church, as especially 
conducing to sanctity and fitness for their holy office, 
the very contrary is the fact — (see Epistles to Timothy 
and Titus), and that celibacy is tlie exception and marriage 
the rule for such, according to Christ's institution and 
God's word ; the \ery " forbidding to marry," together 
with commanding " to abstain from meats," being in 
Scripture among the marks of the apostasy or departure 
from the faith which was to arise in the latter times. 
You would probably ask yourselves to what Church that 
you know of these marks belong, and to what Church 

ONLY ? 

14. Your notions respecting " The Church" itself you 
would speedily find to be grossly erroneous, supposing 
it, as you do, to be limited to one particular denomina- 
tion or communion, as that of Rome, and not to 
consist of all true believers in Christ, of every name 
and in every place ; or, again, that it consists of the 
clergy alone, who, at the best, can compose but a 
very small part of it. — John, x. 9 ; 1 Cor. i. 2 ; xii. 13 ; 
Kph. i. 22 ; ii. 20-22 ; vi. 22 ; Col. ii. 19 ; 1 Peter, ii. 
4, Xc. ; Acts, xv. 4 ; xx, 28. 

15. But the most astounding discovery of all would 
be that to which, in due time, probably, you would be 
conducted — namely, that so far from your Church being, 
as you now fondly suppose, the Church of Christ, to 
the exclusion of the claims of every other Church in the 
world, she is, emphatically, the false and corrupt Church 
doomed to destruction, of which the Lord says, " Go out 

FROM IIER, MY PEOPLE J THAT YOU BE NOT PARTAKERS 
OF HER SINS, AND THAT YOU RECEIVE NOT OF HER 

plagues." (Apoc. xviii. 4.) 

Beloved friends, that your minds would be seriously 
disturbed by these discoveries, cannot for a moment be 
doubted. You would feel like men suddenly awakened 
out of sleep and false security to the sight and con- 
sciousness of the most imminent danger. You would 
resemble mariners in a foundered bark, the waves jnd 
the billows every momentthreatening to overwhelm you; 
the foundation which you deemed to be a " rock" would 
tremble and totter under your feet. What would you 
then do V The course prescribed by a regard to your 
eternal interest would be plain and inevitable — forsake 
the sinking ship, flee out of the doomed city. But other 
present considerations would render this course difficult. 
Your companions, unless they, too, saw their danger, 
would refuse to accompany you ; nay, they would proba- 
bly ridicule you as madmen, or fools, or hypocrites ; 
.perhaps violently and bitterly oppose you as enemies. 

Do you not see, then, to what Bible-reading would 
lead you ? Are there not weighty and powerful reasons 



against it ? Yon would have to choose between God and 

men, between your soul's eternal welfare and present 
ease, comfort, and, perhaps, worldly interest. 

The spiritual power you have so long been accustomed 
to dread, if you take but one step in the direction of 
your safety, would break forth against you in wrathful 
fury ; thunders would roar and lightnings would flash. 
It is true they would not be the thunders and lightnings 
of heaven ; they would be impotent of themselves to 
harm you. The anathemas, altar-denunciations, how- 
ever noisy, would be innocuous, just like the petty sounds 
that mimic heaven's sublime terrors in the theatre. 
There should not " an hair of your head perish" by 
mere spiritual power alone. Look at the Pope of Rome 
—poor man ! How little did his spiritual power avail, 
when some time since he fled from his own subjects in 
disguise ; and never would have dared to return to this 
day, except under the cover and protection of foreign 
bayonets. Unguarded by these, he would not be safe one 
hour in his own capital. 

All the power of your clergy to oppress is derived from 
the people. They never can be your tyrants without 
your permission. One, or two, or three, or twenty in a 
place may, if they fall away from them, and forsake 
them, be persecuted by the majority who remain blindly 
devoted to their interest ; but let numbers arise, and 
nobly assert, in the face of heaven, their rights as men 
and as Christians; their right to possess and to read 
God's Holy Word, and to think for themselves, refusing 
any longer to be led blindfold in matters of eternal 
moment, and the iron despotism, which has so long un- 
righteously lorded it over men's consciences and God's 
heritage, will crumble into dust, and its deluded victims 
marvel at their own former fatuity. — I am, beloved 
countrymen, your faithful servant in Christ, and ancient 
well-wisher, 

St. Patrick. 
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RELICS AT OVIEDO. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir, — I shall feel much obliged if you will inform me 
whether there is any method by which the genuineness 
of relics can b» ascertained, or whether there is any au- 
thority in the Roman Catholic Churoh empowered by the 
Pope to distinguish true relics from spurious ones. My 
reason for asking the question is as follows . — I lately 
obtained possession of the following list of relics, which 
are exhibited in the church of St. Salvador, at Oviedo, in 
Spain. This catalogue is of very modern date, being 
published with the sanction of the dean and chapter of 
Oviedo, in the year ls45. Now, although I am no very 
great admirer of antiquity, yet some of the relics specified 
in the list are so curious that 1 would gladly pay a visit 
to Oviedo, were it in my power, in order to see with my 
own eyes these interesting memorials of past ages, as well 
as the wooden chest which contains them. But here lies 
the difficulty. I would not like to have my journey for 
nothing, and to find, perhaps, at the end of it, that I bad 
been imposed upon by an impndent fabrication. A rea- 
sonable amount of fair evidence would satisfy me — evi- 
dence, for example, which, if any of the relics were stolen, 
would suffice to establish their identity, and prove the 
right of the dean and chapter of Oviedo to the possession 
of them before a jury of honest men ; but I must candidly 
confess, that I can scarcely believe that some of the bread 
of the last supper, of the manna that was rained down on 
the Jews in the wilderness, of Moses' rod, or of the 
I roasted fish and honeycomb that our Lord ate along with 
his disciples, besides countless otherrelics, are all actually 
at this present moment in the Church of Oviedo, merely 
I because the dean and chapter say tlicy are genuine. These 
i relics, doubtless, bring in n great deal of money to the 
i Churoh ; and it is an old maxim, that no man is an uu- 
l prejudiced witness in his own cause. 

There is one other question that I would wish to ask 
i before I conclude. What religious benefit flows to the 
| people of Oviedo from the possession of all these objects, 
| supposing them to be genuine ? For example, the list 
specifies the pouch of St. Peter, part of the skin of St. 
Bartholomew, one of the water-pots of Cana of Galilee, 
and various other miscellaneous articles. Now, it is plain, 
from the short history prefixed to the catalogue, that the 
presence of " the chest of imperishable wood," with its 
sacred contents, never saved the countries which it visited 
from temporal evils: — for all these various places, Jerusa- 
lem, Persia, Africa, and Spain, have from time to time 
been overrun by infidels, and devastated by other terribla 
calamities. It is plain, therefore, that the chest brought 
no temporal blessings along with it. And what proof 
have we that any spiritual blessings have accompanied it 
in the course of its pilgrimage, or now actually belong to 
it ? If a man disbelieves St. John's account of the miracle 
| of Cana of Galilee, will the sight of the water-pot in the 
I chest at Oviedo convince him ? Do the people pray to 
; the pouch of St. Peter? or do they offer up their devo- 
tions to the piece of the rock of Mount Sinai on which 
Moses fasted 1 We read in Holy Scripture that the good 
king Hezekiah brake in pieces the brazen serpent that 
Moses made, because it was the cause of the Israelites 



